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"You're putting me on, Pete. That's a
pyramid. ' The 100th FAPA mailing was
much smaller.,.”







Well, this is gond ol' NULL-F #31, edited and mostly written by Ted
White, 339 - 49th St., Brooklyn 20, N.Y., for FAPA mlg. 101, and pub-
lished by the redoubtable JWERTYUIOPress, which according to Redd Boggs
will be looking pretty drab by 1987. Oh well. ‘Caveat color...

Our Contents:

UFFISH THOTS, a hither and yon editorial column BN 0y o i Y iy S
NOTED: 100, mailing comments which are also L0 8 (VT 2 N SRR 9 (U AT
DORFISH THOTS, a special column of special mc!'s hy Gary Deindorfer. .14

Our Cover is by Arthur Thomson, who will be surprised to hear of it.
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I'm tired of saying it; I'm putting this zine out at the last minute
again. As usual, it's largely because I haven't had time to read the
mailing until quite recently, nor time to work on NULL-F either. I
suppose that follows. 1I've written a little science fiction (in col=
laboration with both Terry Carr and Marion Bradley), sold most of it,
and done various other things which, because they earn money for me,
come under the heading of "professional activities.® Most of these
are time-consuming, although they don't command my exclusive attention.

Gary Deindorfer's column is back this issue, in a slightly different
format. As is par for the course with NULL-F's giant stable of column-
ists, Gary stencilled his own material. ‘That's the main reason I'm
running it. I haven't had the energy to stencil anyone else's mater-
ial for months. If Breen's column arrives by tomorrow (Friday the 2nd
of November) it will appear in here as well. Otherwise it won't. Wal-
ter has sent his column in so late, so ‘consistantly, that I've given

up hoping for it to arrive, say, two weeks before the deadline or any-
thing like that. The double issues of NULL-F which have graced sevéral
mailings this year are a result of his column arriving after I've run
off and assembled the entire issue, and sometimes even packed it for
mailing. This time I am taking NULL-F with me ‘to the Phillycon to give
to OEney in person (his suggestion), and if Walter misses, he misses.
Tch. :

"Tch" is a 'word' which fascirates me. Have you ever tried pronouncing
it? I first encountered it in the newspaper comic strips,- k- thinlk; ‘and
for a long time I did not associate it with the tongue-cluck ‘it is sup-
posed to represent, and I spoke it as "Tetch." I picked up a lot of in-
teresting words that way. Another was '"youse." When I see this word

I automatically pronounce it "yowse™" instead of "yuse", the latter being
the proper pronounciation of this ungramatical word, I am informed. Act-
ually it was Carol Carr who told me thiss:;  and she grew up in Brook-
lyn, so I suppose she ought to know. Me, I'll always subvocalise it

as '"yowse," thank youse just the same.

The cover this issue may bear a startling resemblence to the cover of

last mailing's LIGHTHOUSE. This is part of a Fine 01d Tradition, launch-
ed a year ago to the mailing. Terry tells me there'll be no LIGHTHOUSE
this time, so perhaps using an old L'HOUSE cover will halp make up for it.
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ICE AGE: Shaws - Sylvia used to order Howard Johnson's "Tendersweet

; fried clams" alla time. They come breaded, deep-fat
(I think) fried, in a H-J frankfurter roll (if you order the "Clam
Roll") or on a plate with French fries and such like. I prefer my clams
in chowder any day.

Speaking of which, I'd known for a long time that clams toughen
when cooked for a long time, but the fact wasn't graphically illus-
trated to me until Robert Bashlow and I went to Luchow's on 14th St.
thils *fad b This, ‘isyaaner @ld Ceman-=Rest 2urant §o: which neither: of'us
had been before. Bashlow had suggested it, although he said his friends
had warned him against it. We had clam chowder. ' They must've dumped
the clams in live about a minute before serving the soup to us. Those
clams were tender as I've never seen clams ‘tender before. Both of us
dug the restaurant, and as we left Bashlow was cursing his friends un-
der his breath. (I should introduce Bashlow, perhaps. I met him
through Walter Breen. He runs several rare coin companies and allied-
type activities, and I've been printing up catalogues and newsletters
for him, as any visitor to the place out heraduring the months of Aug-
ust, or September would've surmised. Boxes of paper filled one room
foldiduiames. ) Bt :

Although I've snarled at her in SAPS about. Coventry, I must
point out that Jane Jacobs/Gallion/Ellern has shown an active interest .
in fandom and had adequate credentials. She was an active member of
SAPS for at least a year before joining FAPA as a separate member. I'm
mildly surprised at the insularity of* some FArAns who assume that if
they've never seen anything by a fan, the fan must never have published
anything. Good grief; none of us get everything published in fandom
and its sub-fannish branches today.

BULL MOOSE: Morse - If there isn't land space for new highways, Wwhy

doesn't Brittain build elevated highways? Local
roads can run on the ground, while express traffic roars by overhead\
This is what most of New York City's freeways are like, and I presume
this:i§ truée in most other large‘'US cities.. 'Of course, I agree. that
the loss of the railroads is a shame, but Walt Willis was telling us
about the fantastic number of tiny lines which interconnect into the
overall network, and I'm not surprised. that such a system is finally
collapsing under the-weight of its own inefficiency.

SERCON'S BANE: FM Busby - "Oh well, a lot of you optimists thought Hit-

_ Loy wassia disnges oo . «~Careful of those
parallels. Last time I looked,: Hitler started out by claiming arms °
buildups in surrounding countries,’' and then invaded them in "self-def-
ense”...Read any papers lately?

You almost lost CRY's newest columnist with your confession
that you've edited pieces ("no matter what the contributor may have had
: : . . i . ;
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in mind) to make them come out even with the bottom of the page. Frank-
ly, I've never seen anything wrong with a "continued on page blank", and
it beats me why some people are so fantatically dogmatic about keeping
continuations out of "a lousy fanzine!". I mean, you can carry anti-
Pseudo-Campbellism to as many extremes as Pseudo-Campbellism itself
was ever taken to. There are plenty of valid justifications for contin-
uations, and it seems to me that even in a lousy fanzine we have a
right to flexability and freedom from dogma.

As to the editorial cutting of fanzine material, it seems to
me that there are sometimes valid justifications for cutting a contri-
bution, but that making it come out even with the bottom of the page
i1s not one of them. Good grief, Buz!  Why make all your material come
out even with the bottom of the page in a lousy fanzine, yet?

: You're quite right about the likelihood of anyone "up" on mes-
caline/peyote desiring to drive a car. There are many stages of "in-
toxication" when one takes the stuff, and one's attitude towards var-
ious activities will vary according to which stage he's in, but while
only mildly high on the stuff, in 1959, I had no desire to drive a car.
Of course, one reason was that my vision had so tightened up that I'd
removed my glasses, leaving me with sight about half as bad as usual
but still quite inadequate for driving purposes.

Speaking of vision, I've recently decided that at least in the
case of near-sightedness it is a mistake to periodically increase one's
prescription. I base this on the fact that I went from 1949 to 1960
with one prescription--much longer than I was supposed to, of course--
so when I got new frames in 1960, I had my eyes examined, and a new
prescription. My right eye (the stronger one) was stepped up one notch.
The left eye (which is much weaker) was stepped up two notches. This
was the '"proper" prescription for the condition my eyes were in. How-
ever, once I donned my new glasses, I began having splitting headaches,
my distance-perception became screwed up, and I couldn't read. I went
back, and they stepped the left eye prescription down one, keeping the
relationship equal to that which had been before I'd gotten new glasses.
My headaches went away.

Ckay, that was fine. My left eye simply didn't want to work
as hard as the right one. Well, for a week or two I noticed my eyes
were sharper; I could see things more distinctly, further away. But
then, a month or so later I found I could see no better than before my
prescription was changed. On familiar landmarks I tested myself and
found that my vision had deteriorated to its previous norm. (This norm
isn't so bad; the Army tested me out as 20/20 with glasses.) I have
come to the conclusion that my eyes are most comfortable seeing with a
certain degree of clarity and sharpness. If I get stronger glasses, the
muscles in my eyes simply relax a bit to compensate for it. I can't
wear my' old glasses today (anyway, I lost them), but effectively I sim-
ply brought about further deterioration in my eyes after changing pre-
scriptions. I shan't repeat the mistake again soon.

SALUD: E. Busby - If you think Ben Casey is overwritten, you should see
: "The Nurses." Maybe you have. I saw it one night
when I was over at the Carrs'. They have this baby TV set, see, which
they put on the bed between them and watch lying down. (Who was it
that said the TV belongs in the bedroom; not the livingroom?) #nyway,
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every so often I am invited to come over and perch in a chair at bed-
side and join this proxy-orgy. So far I haven't seen anything worth
while, but Terry regales me with great stories about how good various
shows were the previous week, and maybe some day soon I'll drop in last
week and .catch one of those good shows. We all disliked "The Nurse s;l
anyway.

American robins must go south for,the winter.  After all, you
find out spring is here when the first red-breasted robin shows up. Or
at least we always did in Virginia. I believe in the robins-who-go-
south-for-the-winter, Elinor.

.But Elinor, juries always have axes to be ground. Try putting
a 'Negro on trial in front of a white jury in the south, and see how far
guskipess-sis cdrrieds ~ GtheyS  ocalaGi e ot Mier- pre judices. -~ And an ‘ex-
pert at least can discriminate between evidence of validity and a
smokescreen of bull; the lay jury swallows it all whole and then decides
the case on emotional intangibles, like what the defendent looks like.

If you take dramamine an hour before boarding one, you can
read on a bus quite easily. And you can also doze easily when you want
to. When (shudder) I am forced to take a bus and leave the driving to
Them, I always prefer to take dramamine. Otherwise I am sometimes
sick

Yup, there was another point to "affair with a Green Monkey."
The point is explained in the title. Or aren't you aware of ‘the story
of the monkey taken from its cage, painted green, and then put back in?
He was different, so his fellow monkeys shunned or attacked i g LT ek
get which. It was this point Sturgeon was trying to make about human
being and a humanoid alien who was still "different." Hmmm. I seeyou
are now going to jump up and down and scream. Oh well.

I wrote "YEA!"™ in the margin next to your superb putdown of
slow drivers. I detest the driver who pokes along at half the speéd-
limit on a freeway or a street with lights timed at the speed . limit:.
And he usually drives in the middle or left lane, too.

I hate to tell you this, but I rarely spend over $4.00 for
ready-made slacks. I can often find them on sale at $2.98 at Macy's,
too. 316 to »l7 seems prohibitively expensive to me unless you're get-
ting fine fabrics of some sort. : -

CELEPHAIS: Evans - Bill, I've been meaning to ask you something. - 1'Ve

recently become reinterested in model trains. Are
there any HO gauge (or other) kits for subway gansat el tear s troliley s, .
or underground-trolley street cars? I remember your roommate had
some overhead-trolleys, but were these from kits or hand-built? TI've
enough space here for an elaborate.layout, and a friend, Henry Dupree,
who is interested in working on it with me, so I Gholight -T¥d ask.

Erdesrathervdeitues at e ant ot A liongE Erip vk hanihe! the pPaSSEnger;,
but of course I'd prefer to be able to change off with someone else
when the driving became tiring. I have found I can easily drive the
distance from Washington D.C. to New York City with one rest stop, and
I (rather unwillingly) did .all the driving to Chicago and back this
Labor Day (which may help explain why I seemed rather pooped and out
of it this year--going out I was pulling a heavy trailor as well). But
for sheer enjoyment in travelling, I'dig driving a CaP ,¥especigdily
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through the west. It's really exhilerating to zip along at 80 on totally
uncrowded roads through hills and plateam. And I dig being able to set
my own schedule. My next car will probably be a Chevy Greenbrier, with

a cot in back for long distance driving and roadside sleeping.

Speaking of anachronisms in movies, I recall seeing a British
version- of "Romeo & Juliet" filmed at a Real Authentic Monestary., There
were also some real authentic telephone wires in one scene.

Your remarks about my writing and Terry's points up something
to me about your fast-reading abilities. You read primarily for con-
tent, and you miss style. I mean, you must've, to read all those SHAD-
OW mags in such large gulps. You say here that you tell us apart by
subject matter (and my inferior spelling), and that when one of us
writes on a subject where we both share tastes, etc., you find it hard
to tell us apart. But, Bill, our styles are quite different. The way
we attack a subject, the way we phrase our sentences, these things add
up to quite different styles. Sometimes I've tried to imitate Terry's
style, but I rarely succeed in more than copying a few of his manner-
isms. As a rule my style is much more utilitarian than Terry's, be-
cause I am myself less style-conscious than he. And, significantly,
Terry admitted (in SAPS) that he reads far slower than either of us. Ap-
parently the slower one reads, the more style-conscious he will be.

About a year and a half ago I discovered Chinese beef with
peppers and tomatoes. But whenever I mentioned it to anyone they al-
ways stared aghast at me. "Tomatoes? In Chinese food? :Horrors!"
they would say. I'm glad someone else digithis esoteric dish.

DIFFERENT: Moskowitzes - The tape trascription has been subtly edited.

: : Mostly this is a case- of "applause dubbing."
For instance, we have "Sam:' I mean, those fans are dying. (Laughter) #
(Unknown voice caught on tape - They're dying happy.) # Kemp:..." The
"unknown voice" was Richard Eney, and his line brought standing applause
from the audience. Any laughter provoked by Sam's previous statement
was meagre in comparison. The dialogue seems remarkably complete,
however, e

To answer Chris' accusation that Sylvia knew aot whereof she
spoke, I should say that Sylvia had been a member of caving fandom,
and was acquainted with several others. I hardly think photography
fandom can be considered the sole other fandom worthy of consideration
or acknowledgement. I was irritated to hear an ex-cathedra statement
that anyone not as intimately knowledgeable of photography fandom as
Mrs. Moskowitz must not be "acquainted with those other fields"--the
Other Fandoms. ‘

No doubt the quote from Breen's conreport was included to em-
barrass Walter with his inaccuracy. I, on the other hand, am amazed
at how consistantly accurate Walter was. There was, of over half a
dozen direct quotes, only one error. That's a record which beats most
professional reportage. I'm pleased this tape transcript was publish-
ed, in any case; I had thought of asking to publish it myself.

LIGHTHGOUSE: Graham & Carr - Pete, you're getting testy and crotchety
in your old age. :

PGOR RICHARb'S ALMANAC: Brown - "I like my women the way I like my
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coffee -- hot, sweat, with a little cream." You like sweaty coffee?

I hate to disillusion you, but the original definition of qugg—
head" was Yanyone who disagrees with me.! And it wasn't safe to dis-
agree with Laney, either.

COCKATRICE: Boggs - A lovely publication, Redd. But was it wise to

3 - ~publish.. "The Theory+and Practice of ‘Chicken" 'so.di-
rectly before moving to L.A.7 Japs-agtBjio asidey 1 thoroughly
agree with your position. You've more of less lined up so many guns
that you've annihilated your opposition, but then I think they richly
deserved it. It's amusing how much less effort is made to follow the
rules when they benefit a less well liked member.

I simply can't agree with you about The Door Through Space.
Tssthaaik =it s eneyof MapionsSpcorerieffiortsiis. T ‘Have more to' say. on jthe
subject in, a forthcoming YANDRO.

THE FERSIAN SLIPPER: McDaniel, or Johnstone, or somebody - But if you

' Sele Rk e
movie first, the book will almost always be an improvement. Whereas
if wyeu, mewerse jthe .order of the| two, the‘movie will usually be a dis-
appointment, I've seen only one movie which followed the book exactly,
and 1t was a joy to see: The Maltese Falcomn. If anything, the movie
was better than the book--and both were excellent--because Bogart
brought Sam Spade to life better than Hammett had.

There's nothing wrong with expecting hospitality from your
friduds: But they reverse Y 5de ol e sesinais wielln. consideration: of
them, as hosts. For instance, it's always best to write or phone

-ahead. If you drop in unannounced, you sometimes cause an awkward
situation because other plans had been made. You are then an imposit-
ion upon others, and won't be welcomed with open arms.

My Day starts nine hours after the previous one ended, when- ~
ever that turned out to be, unless somebody phones or rings my doorbell
at any of the ungodly hours which happen that day to be included in my.
nine for sleeping. Once up I drink a can of Nutrament (a meal in a can),
get and ‘read my mail, and then carry out any pressing. business of. the
day. (mail demanding reply, etc.; a trip to Manhattan for any one of
a number of reasons; more etc.). Following this I spend a couple
hours writing (or more if. I 'have time), 'grab a meal, and by then it's
nightt imesywiiha t hdppensiith ent depbndst. S may. wisif - a friénd,”Iimay
write, I may do:mimeggraphing, orF, recently.l've gone. up to Bashlow's
each night to supervise a mailing of 2,500 which had to be addressed,
folded, stuffed in envelopes, ‘sealed and stamped. I live.a very flexible
day.

Terry Carr didn't make those comments on Brown's Ichabodings;
Pete Graham did. Aw come on, Johnstone; you can pretend ignorance on
semies things' but; negts or. this:

: Not the "Subway  Sun;! Dave. That's a postér Sipey . put J aTYoun
subway trains. You mean the Evening Sun or somesuch.

Hmmm., You say because you've had a respiration ailment you've
"been taking a l-grain tablet /of pyribenzamine/ every morning for five
years now," Then you mention, a paragraph later, that you've been
smoking for "about five years now.” And you see:no connection?
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THE INSURGENT MANNER: KAnderson - Fardon my undrunken quibbling, but
if silping is drinking an iceless
drink .as though it had ice in it, what do you do when it does have ice

in it?
You're making your Nuclear

Fizzes All Wrong. It's not curacao

you should be using, but cointreau. Hmph. And you a native of the
Land of the Nuclear Fizz. ~
THE VINEGAR WORM: Leman - "I think it behooves us-all to do: something

that doesn't conform occasionally, and this

issue is my own rebelious gesture.
ing to have a hundred pages for the
come, Conformist.

I know that everyhody else is go-
hundredth mailing..." Uh huh. Wel-

DRY MARTOONI: Patten - That is easily the sexiest cover Bjo has ever

drawn.
to hold me entranced for hours.
No, no, Het v, TBYS not Thesid
and others for 54@1"!

ewLhe’sD ropers form. . -Dig?

"\jlf means "at”,

The air of licentious abandon is enough
*Applausex

AMAZINGs, ASTOUNDINGs, UNKNOWNs,
not "each." ASTOUNDINGs @ 54,

GRUE: Grennell - Gad, that's a great cover, if I de say so myself.

HCRIZCNS:

wear another color.

-un-suspecting, and distinctive., Of

Warner - Mensa members wear blue map-tacks in their lapels
for identification purposes.
Round-headed map-tacks are cheap, anonymous to the

I suppose stfen:' could

course, not all:of us have lapels

handy all the time, and not all of us want to be 1nstantly Idenititd

as a fan by every neo on the street
Well,

house next door.
pleased with the space I have here.

Have you ever heard of a chap named DeKoven?

issued records on his own label for
sponsored by himself on WRFM here.

I'm now one person in seven rooms, and I dig it.
up in a house with eight large rooms,
I envy the Sllverbergs all their space,

‘1 grew
with my grandparents' eleven-room
but I'm

He apparently
a time, and he now has a radio show
He. is an’ exponant. of "Barrococco"

music, and firmly believes all music beginning with the Romantic period

and from thence on to be unadulterated:trash.

He is rather outspoken

in his opinions, and:.has expressed several rather libelous comments on

several living conductors:who don't

play just the music he. likes. (YPros-

titutes no better than the women who make their profession of sex® was

one of his milder comments...)

TARGET FAPA: Fney - On June 1l4th, 1962,

I notified Dick by personal

letter that I would ey publlshlng nothlng further
about him of a derogatory nature and that I would be ignoring his at-

tempts to provoke me from then on.

ure to dispute the fact that(I had)
urally I deny any such blatant lie.
the villainy of two SICK:SICK SICKs
to my "having a buddy on the spot;™"
a covering letter explaining that I
lication in the mailing. If he did
in the mailing: either. -As far as I
the mailing assembly. - As a past OE

This is the reason for my "fail-
been caught in a-blatant lie." Nat-
Eney is in error in assigning
side by side in the Spring mailing
I sent my copies to Burbee with
expected Eney to have such a pub-
not, I said, I did not want mine
know, Pelz--not Harness--handed
, Bney should know that listings
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in the FA are usually a result of assembling a sample bundle and run-
ning through it, and that such listing usually have little to do with
the order. of.various zines' arrival. I admit that I was pleased, though,
to see the two SICK SICK SICKs together in the mailing, and I imagine
most neutral FAPAns would've placed them side by side in any case. I

am at a loss to understand why Dick' feels that "Harnesskat" is respon-
sible for all his troubles. '

LE MOINDRE: Raeburn - Fred von Bernewitz just got a Norelco 401, which
is a taper with four speeds (the fourth is 15/16)
and if anything even better than previous K Norelco's in terms of lack
of flutter and wow, and upper-range frequency response. .But a taper
which goes no lower than 60 cycles at any speed is a trifle lo-fi for
mes T ‘hayve my leyed on- ax \Fikirigid eck Fjustinew.s, I+don't need:-three speeds
(or four speeds) anyway. I'll probably continue to tape all my music
at 7% anyway. '

Which reminds me. I discovered, at long last, that Symphony
Sid has been :broadcasting live from Birdland Friday .nights. Last Fri-
day I taped a half hour of Charlie Mingus, and a half hour of Dizzy
Gillespie (my tape ran out so I missed Dizzy's last fifteen minutes).
The sound is fuzzy, being taken off AM radio, but these are, by ghod,
authentic Air Shots.. Interested? And where's the tape you've owed
me for two years?

CHURN: Rapps - Art, I applaud your comments on the NFFF, but I'm afraid
I still won't join. 1I'm one of:those rare birds who

was never a Neffer, and I want to maintain my Proud Tradition. Anyway,

I haven't the time or inteérest. ' But I'm glad to see that someone of

ROLEE: SitgibuEe~ does) ;

BADLI: Hevelin - As long as you're remembering how lousy an OE I was,
how about. also remembering what a fine ’resident I
was? Hah? i

WRAITH: Ballard - I agree with you about TAFF. It strikes me it was
originally set up so people could meet the fan they
most wanted to see, not as a popularity contest in honor of some fan
who did something recently. Sure, a fan is honored that so many people
want to meet him, but the fund is set up primarily to benefit the host
country. Ask any fund wimner...' (I recall discussing this with Ella
briefly.  ,We were discussing the current nominees, Ethel Lindsay and
Eddie Jones, and I said "They're nice people, but I don't know Eddie
as a person at all, and the fans I want to meet aren't running--like
Marl - Ashwerth i James: Whiten and JAhlke that ik« t¥esit’sa1 d :E1l]la, "but~what

have James White or Mal Ashworth done in fandom recently?" "What has
that "to-do ~with -it2" i1” replied. “"Ildi rather get a chance to meet
them. I don't care if they've been dormant five years.'" OCh well.

. I never thought "Ballard" was a funny name. When Falls Church
was first settled, the Ballards, the Belzes and the Smiths divided the
gastern thirdibetween them. ., The Belizes were my materndl grandparents.
The Smiths had a farm a half-mile north of us, and the Ballards had
built "an old@log’ cabin a. block~or'sso *south;<;and then moved)west
through the woods up on a hill., The three families were extremely
close, and the name arouses nostalgia in me more than anything else.,

The Ballards have moved a hundred miles or so west, now, and my old
family doctor has their house. The land is mostly housing developments.
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DEY**STAR or STENCIL GAZING or maybe just MARION ZIMMER I don't wanna
BRADLEY BOX 158 ROCHESTER, TEXAS: Bradley - fight, no, but
' . I do dimgree
that stf is ideally a short-story form. I think this is much more true
of the whodunnit mystery than stf. The whodunnit is an intellectual
puzzle, with the question asked in the first chapter and answered in
the last. As such, most whodunnit books are bores. {I- don't: appily+this
criticism to the Hammett-Chandler detective mystery, however. In Chan-
dler's The Big Sleep, the opening mystery is solved in Chapter Six. The
book is thirty-two chapters long, with a real kicker at the end.) Now
the thing is, your belief that stf stories - ‘depend upon "the impact of
a new idea" and thus can't be sustained for novel-length, is wrong.
Most stf stories don't start out with the impact of any new ideas. And,
strictly speaking, I see no reason why they should. In my very short
career as a Stf writer; I've written one "idea story"--that 4.5, . 2
story based on an idea alone--"Grey Day In Manhattan" with Terry Carr.
The remaining stories, including "Fhoenix," which I wrote with you,
was based on a new treatment of human reactions to basic ideas already
used. ‘

However, and this is the important thing, you can get away
with less plot in a short story. The short stories I've written are
not well plotted, and some have accidental or haphazard plots. But the
novels I've plotted are fully fleshed and contain sturdy plots.

This strikes me as a common inadequacy in stf; most stf is
short stuff and badly plotted. It's much harder to plot short matér-
ial well; there's no room to sprawl. The short -form is easier to do,
but harder to master. But novels are where we get away from stories
as ldeas and get into stories as stories, complete dramatic episodes
adding up to a full plot. I'd rather read a novel any time, and I
wish I had the patience and stamina to write them as effortlessly as
I read them, because I'd rather write novels any time too.

WAHRSCHEINLICHKEITS-RECHNUNG: Boggs - I'm sorry. What does the tiGde s
mean, Redd?

Your projection into the future suffers a common plight with
most predictions: the tendency to grab a few main trends and general-
ize them into overall states as though the future was created in .a vac-
uum, and evolved in a straight line from the present. We have no idea
how drastic changes may be, or in what direction, in the next -twenty-
five years. Who knows, a Wetzel might cause so much trouble half the
membership would resign, FAPA'd lose its prestige, and by 1987 if it was
still alive it might be another N'APA. One Never-Knows. '

APCCRYPHA: Janke - I liked this, Curt, but at the moment I find noth-
ing to disagree with.

I thought of leaving you with that much, but the hell of it
is that I do have a few comments,

The picture of your musicians' life is no surprise to me., “but
I was glad to see it published. When I first came to New York and began
digging the club scene, I was ‘very disillusioned to find that these
guys were working six-nights-a-week gigs, just working, and often play-
ing nothing of any significance for the entire night. I expected them
to be having immortal sessions creating Important New Music. I was
naive. : '



5 I

The stereo idea is a marvelous one, and one I'd like to exper-
iment with if I ever get the necessary equipment. (We don't all make #$20
a night for fun the way you do, Curt.) However, I have one question:
What about phase distortion or whatever the proper name is for two
sound waves meeting each other from facing speakers and cancelling each
other out. Or does the reverberation introduce enough delay to avoid
this? Sounds like all you need to add now is a Compander and you're -
all’ set.. :

PHLOTSaM: Economou - Well, to each his own. Our position in life
conditions our attitudes a good deal. Personally

I have a hard time regarding some people as human beings and others

as machine-substitutes. - But maybe if I was Rich and Ruthless I'd join

the Republican Party and adopt kindred attitudes. To me arrogance is

drgagarices mosmatterywhat: one  Fs In dife,\and I ,dislike it.

A lot of food faddists use salt substitutes, but don't ask me
whigrs Ak inevierT [T T eilreg e ot

Sorry; it may be "the business of management in any industry
to know their audience...and understand which button to push" but I
find button-pushing reprehensible in any case. You are saying, in ef-
fect, "It's not the poor management’s fault if it has to burn crosses
and lynch Negroes to keep its people happy. 'That's what they want."
Sure, and people "want" lousy TV programming, pablum for reading mat-
ter, etc. It's our duty to supply it to them, right? This is, by
the way, the same excuse the Roman Catholic Church uses in pandering
to the emotional fears and desires. of its people, and the Motivation-
al Researh people use in trying to sell the consumers things they don't
need. One thing you overlook: People learn how to push other people's
buttons for just one reason: power. And in the end ey cohfroli ot
only the buttons, but the way the people react to the buttons. In the
end they enforce and entrench the prejudices, fears, etc., they or-
iginally took advantage of. There has never been a moral justifica-
tion for button pushing, and I'm saddened that you advocate it.

I can think of one reason why Goldwater sold more hundred-
dollar plates than Kennedy (and the fact that one is senator and the
other is president has little to do with it, one way or the other--
each represents his own faction): Goldwater appeals to the die-hard
conservative who is usually of just such a persuasion because he has
money.and lots of it. It may be a generality, but I imagine more con-
servatives could afford a $100-plate dinner. ' ;

On the other hand, lest I seem only to criticise you, I agree
completely with your comments to Harness on the Martin b2 X IR oo SIER 51}
glad to see this change in your viewpoint.

I understand the price of the IBM "golfball" typvers has
increased by almost 100%, and this fall ‘they are to introduce a feature
which will make the earlier model obsolete: variable pitch. I'm not
sure whether this will be just.a selector for setting pitch at. 10 or
12 characters per inch, or more than that. I figured it would happen.
That's big business. : R S .

THE VENUS ORGANIZATION:IRotSier - I'd swear I knew the girl in the middle
3 of:ithe left  panel. : e
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KARUNA: Gallion - Despite the fuzzy mimeoing, this is an auspicious
introduction to FAPA. You seem to have come a long
way since a year ago when you were raving about Coventry in RSAPS., I
have a "BRAVC!" noted in the margin by the last paragraph of your "The
Stranger Shrugged," and I suppose that's really all I need say on the
subject.

I quite agree with you about making food a treat to eat in-
stead of a treatment, but I think you're overlooking the fact that
simple foods with little spice can oe often as tasty as the fanciest.
There is also another consideration: the'emotional atmosphere of eat-
ing.. My old Baltimore .friend, Richard Wingate, would often reitterate
that as long-as certain basic nutritional standards are=smety it Tedlly
doesn't matter nearly as much what you eat as it does: how you eat it.
A good meal must be emotionally satisfying. (To me this automatically
includes 'good tasting'.) It should be looked forward to with pleas-
ure, enjoyed at a leisurely pace with no interruptions, and remembered
with pleasure. When one eats on the run, or. forces food down, or is
aggitated by other emotional pressures while eating, not only does it
make good food appear less appetizing but it hinders digestion. I make
it a point to enjoy my food, even when it's a hotdog in the subway.

I never used to like spinach, but this summer I finally turn-
ed on to it. I find T enjoy it most cooked ‘fresh.or frozen (not can-
ned), and then served with a little butter, salt, and vinegar on:it.
The flavor thus needs no augmenting. : By g3 e R

In making green beans, try doing ‘them "French style" adding
minced onion and lots of butter while they coock, and then immediately
thereafter adding parsley, nutmeg and-lemon juice. ' '

20% alcohol will not make a beverage syrupy in texture; that's
& function of the sugar-syrup content. However, Swiss-Up does sound
vile,

A PROPCS DE RIEN: Caughran - I know what you mean about having your -
own writing style influenced by the style
of whatever you've just read; after reading Frank Harris' Oscar Wilde
I wrote an extremely florid jazz arvicle. But I wish you'd learn to
state your thoughts more clearly in any case. Your mc's are only 70%
incelligible this time. Try writing in simple sentences using basic
English. This should clear your written thinking remarkably. '

b Since this is my last mailing-comment, this would be a ‘good
place to add that I'm very pleased with the improvemerit of my own mc's
this time. Paragraphing seems to have allowed me much more cogent
expression and amplification of my thoughts. I think that my former
style (separating paragraphs with ##'s) led to 'a compression which gave
me a Don't Just Sit There--Runt feeling. /I feel.I :cah stretch out -
more this way. My thanks to Terry Carr for turning me onto this form;
I've used it successfully in my guest mailing comments for his last
OMPAzine and S:#PSzine. ' '

--Ted White

.-,.......____..._.__._.--.._._.___.__.__.._.___————_—..—_.———--—.—’—
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—---Gary Deindorfer; being Comments on FAPA #100.

Wraithl8 Heck those HighSchool reunions are a lot of fun arent they. Our
HighSchool class had its first reunion a few months time ago and it
was lots of fun. The thing is I just graduated a years time before the reunion
so not too many people came because theyd just finished seeing each other a
‘short time before. But I went and got a real big lick out of seeing again all
the kids in my HighSchool class (or at least those who came to the reunion
anyway) and finding out what they were doing these days and everything. Turned
out that the guy voted "most likely to succeed" was working down at the strip-
pers mill (thats a place where they strip the bony covering off pecat wheat and
its sure a rough joby, I did it one summer myself for some money). Three TS
were attending cellege but they were the only ones (and oh yes one boy was going
tob) and out of a class of 1,600 thats not too good a record I guess. But we
all had lots of fun at the reunion and I guess Ill go again when they have
another one. 1
You got your "V fixed Wrail

Different: Sam & Christine Moskowitz -~ I agree with you 103% that if those
dunderheaded and ungrateful FEPA members don't send Donald A. Woll—
heim, who after all founded FIPhL, a complimentary copy of the 100th mailing
they will once more prove just how dunderheaded and ungrateful they are. Woll-
heim would not like the mailing, though, for it is composed for the most part
of ungrateful and dunderheaded mailing ccmments. Face it, FAPA is full of
ungrateful and dunderheaded people. Every onc of the members (except for one or
two of them) should be packed off +o a psychiatric ward right away! T 5
Thank you for giving us a transcription of the Seattle World Convention
Fan Panel. It is only right that wc should know what was really said therc.
Those beatniks in FAPA and on the waiting list aren't going to pull any wool over
on our eyes with their false rcports!

REVELATIONS FROM THE SECRET MYTHOS -——- Ron Parker

While I admire your comment to Bob Cculson that his chiding comment directed at
Ted Whitc "to the effect that anybody who would marry Ted ecouldn?t be very in-
telligent was an uncalled for remark, nevertheless I wonder just why you made
this comment, I must say, There is the fact that in certain instances a chid—
ing comment on a chiding comment is warranted, but nonetheless the fact remains
that most all of the time such a comment is only going to mean trouble for the
person chiding the person who originatcd the comment. I think that this is onc
of thosc tinmes, because while the fact remains that in some cases I might on-
phatically and definitely tend to agrcc with comments on this order, neverthe-
less therc arc certain tinmes when I can't help but wonder whether it was wisec
for them to be madec. /As I think I said most definitely = few scntenccs back
there, I think this is one of thosc times and I can't help but wonder why you
made this comment when you would have donc better to have made a great effort
not to say anything where you said whot you did say. After all, you can't
ocxpect not to be criticised by everybody in the next mailing (this mailing, that
is)e Meny other people may in foct say in this nailing whet I have just got

o 1 e
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finished saying, but actually thesc-corments are original with me. 8o think about
it and be careful in the futurc, will you, man???
- It cortainly is a commenteble thing.

NULL-F: White - Sure, the Theremin dates back a lot furthér than 1947. And I'say
that though it isn't playing rcal electronic rwusic, it is produc—
ing music.playcd upon an elcctronic-instrument. Thus, while a particular picce
performed on the Therenin can't in the strictcst scnsc of the word bc called ;
clectronic music, it is clectfonic music just thc same, since the Therenmin is an
clectronic instrument. Dig? . ' 24

- WhIELS PAEAA Welter Breen - Your statement, "you aren't casy to communicate
with," puzzled me for a second or two until I rccognized it as becing a joking
ref to Winterknoll's doctrinc of divine disinhibition. Winterknoll adumbratecs
this doctrine in one of his carly books (Liminal Subluminary Postulatisnm, Kent—
Wykoff, 1948——-not currcntly avcilable, though I have fivc copies). Page 338:
Zpcrhaps wc nccd nothing morc nor less than a doctrinc of disinhibition———even
of ‘'divine disinhibition.l This of coursec tics in with the old fusericon FAFLK-4A"
LéEping Legion .linc that marching in the strccts on National Holideys is somehow
pleasing in the oyes of God/YHWH/Allah/whot—-have—you. It is only too obvious
that this is errant nonsensc of, the most blotant sort. It's the Pullucidecan curt
Thermolappissian "honor the Greot Squarc Unele" rationcle all over againe # I
suspect that USO clubs, tv dinncrs, lawn mowecrs and siriilar nmanifestctions of
20th C. living-in-idiocy will havc disappcared within thc.next thousand ycars,:
even as Degler/Don Rogors eventually vanished from our microcosm. # Van Tobin's
"Swell Tide," Shaman-dicu's "Books of 3-way Powcr," and cven the BEK "shift"
sculptures all nust be included in ny own private list of wonders, zlong with
Pelatine!s first two string quartcts and the old bascball cards fronm- the 1936
Fleers' "rdad&chew" scrics. # Your statcments rc thc Hendaccsyllabi justifica-
tion and your assunptions thercfran arc casily disproven by Hegel, Kent, et el,
esp. in their latcr writings. # "And furtherrorc, I have no usc for them,"
Huh?!? That statcment was unworthy of you, Waltcr.

POOR RICHIZRD'S ALMINLC - Rich Brown. I think therc was a book written once that

dcalt with twenty-four hours in ‘a man's
Tifc. I'think it was written by somcbody naned John Joyco but I can't rcmcnber
the titlc of thec booke. Therc may have been a fow other books like “that written
t00, but I'm not rcally surc. ' %

Soricbody told me encc who it was that Bach studied under, but I forget just
now, unfortunstcly. e

Hey, your joke wesn't bad. Tt rominds me of this story about this ninister
who was coning honc from’ca trip overscas and this guy, a sclesnman, I think, sits’
noxt to hin on the planc, since they werc both on o planc, and he says, "I don't’
like ministerse. [Lrc you a ninister?" The ninister said he was indocd o ninis-
ter and that for that comment he was going to throw his scet-partner off the
planc. So hec took the guy by thc scruff of the nocke..and threw hin of f tho
plancl 3 ; ' ' ‘

I don't undcrstand it cither. If anybody thimks it's funny, I wish they'd
cxplein it to me. Explain why thcy think so, thot is. They think it's funny,
that ise i e ! ARG e s e P =i S U LR

You know, this is a big complincnt, Rich, but youlrc thc only guy I think is
funnior and morc telented then I am. We're ‘both pretty sharp guys, both having -~
quite a ways with: words. : . R NS i i J 354

Oh ycs, the title of thct book by John Joyce is The:- Odysscy, I think, or
soncthing like that, and it 2ll tokes ploce (the nction of thc book takes place,
that' is) in e day in somc Irish town like Belfast or Shemmon or somcthing. '

"Oh weite T just rencmbercd the natme of the book is Ulyscose ' Ycs, thatls-its
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No, Rich, don't make me drink that gin...no...ggglgl. Aaaarrrggeghhh!  Haha,

Screon's Bancs Y'lmow, Buz, this busincss of survival types vs..non-survival
types is 2 tcohy onc. I mean, tcke a fella's been living out
in then woods all his lifce Hc's bound to make it better in thosc trees than
somc city fella who's been pushing o pencil and riding subways all his lifc———
soric fella who:can't cven pool a banana. But, and hcre's the big bute.eY!take
Mister Woodlorc and plunk hinm down in the c¢ity and wherc's he then? Most
likely thc poor guy!d find hinsclf run over by o Packard 'forc he'd wakod half
a block. But I'll betcha lmew that alrcedy, ya old F.lM.

Who scz fruits don't somctimes slecp with wonen? Maybe thcy won't adnit
it, but I™ willin' to bet most of them've donc it aliost as much os the stralght
fellas.

Goc, I surc sound protty darin folksy hexs , den!t-I%

LIGHTHOUSE: Pctc Grahan & Terry Carr

You'rc gotting gooscy in your old age, Pctc, not to mention bitchy and
cranky. Wherc is the fun-loving mailcer out of Willis death—hoax postcards that
we oncc knew? Your coments on twisting cre ridiculous, of courscs I honestly
doubt you arc half-way intclligent if you can cntertain the utterly and thor-
oughly prcpostcrous notion thot just becausc a man is black he is thercfore a
bettor twister than a whitc man. That's 2 hopelessly cloddish stand to take,
Petc, and I trust you realizc it. ## Quit throwing red herrings and dead
cockroachcs at me, Pete. TYour statencnt to me in thc letter colurn about
judging FAPA writing on how "good" it is quite obviously is just some norc Petc
Grahon typically prepostcrous and ridiculous bese It's alnost as ridiculous
and preposterous as your corments on twisting. ## Prepostcrous and ridiculous
as was practically everything you said in this issue, I found nyself enJoylng
your stuff oftcr a fashion. FEven though I have had a genorallzed opinion of
you as a particularly bitchy and constipated angry young nan, noncthcless
I have found nysclf oncc in a whilec being able to read your stuff with sorc
degrec of pleasurc. Keep up the foirly good work, or somcthings I hope I have
not sounded here as though I've been complinenting you. That would be terrible.

Terry: I cnjoyed your stuff in this issuc. TYou had at least two lincs
in Lighthouse which arc at least as good as any you've cver written: "tSkatckey!?!
is, ene’ of *theti,' ‘and, . "They ‘are, you krow."% Beoutaful

I worked a few hours a weck in the high school library in ny scnior year,
and I found that thc best way to prescrve #40¢ Ace Books is to cover then with
Saran-Wrap. I went back therc a few weeks ago for a friendly visit and just on
an inpulsc asked to sce how the 40¢ Aces worc holding upe. Mistér Frankpeop,
the kindly hcad of the mending department, brought a fcw ¢ then out of storage
so that I could scc then. I was delightcd to find that, because of their
Sarﬂn~Wrap coverings, they appcarcd as good as ncw, and in sorie cascs cven
better than thats Of course I couldn't rend them becausc they werc wrapped in
all ithatSaraniWraps  Buty then,: I didatt really wirt to.

The next person who tclls ne he can't tell ny writing from David Bunch‘
is going to hear from ny lawyer.

PERSIAN SLIPPER #2 (Dave McJohnstone) —— FADE IN on long shot of gigantic space—
ship coursing through snacc. CUT to
closc—up of TEDRON, DUKE OF METHYLONIL, looking up at large screcen. Dangerous
looking netcor of impressive size shows on scréen.  Insert title: "GAD. THAT
THING IS HELDED STRAIGHT FOR OUR SHIP!" OUT to long shot of gigantic spaceship
containing Coventry being struck by duipressively hugo neteor, and shortly
thercafter being blown to billions of tiny sherds. Insert title: "OOVENTRY IS NO
MORE. NOW WE MUST FIND SOME NEW VICZRIOUS LIFE-OUTLET. SOB." CUT to medium shot
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of TEDRON, BRUCIFER, AND OTHER COVENTRY WHEELS paging through Littlo Lulu conies
and identifying ficrcely.

Cclophais (Bvans). The nor-thinker has cven more of a problen than the slow
thinker——he lacks the ability fourd in fast and slow thinkers to rcgard a
problen and cventually to figurc out a solution. I have a good friend who is a
non—-thinker, who con take a problen and work with it for hours or cven days or
wooks. But if ho doesn't alrcady know thc answer to it, or therc isn't anyone
around he can get the enswer from, hc'!ll ncver cone up with it hinsclfs But
ho's a wonderful person to check out a problem; if he has tho answer, you can be
pretty surc that everybody clse alroady doo s,

DRY MARTOONI #1 Yocah, that bit cbout Atlantic City strcots being the nane scurces

for the Monopoly gane is for rccl. In fact, just like in the
gane, therc lics Baltic Avenuc in the worst scction of town, and so on on up. #
I agrec with your agreement on IQ tests. In high school I generally got "E's
and "F's without working onywherc to ny full cepacity, and I sometines helped
othor kids cheat on oxans, and it was obvicus that they got worse grades thalein
did. The tcachers were always tolling mc thot since ny IQ was 67 I should have
been getting straight "F'"s, and were always wondering how I was somctines able
to get mininally passing grades. # Your cover was cnjoyable although I think
naybe you geofed becausc therc werc two of ther. 3% Your colophon was also very
intcresting and enjoyable. When you becone a merber you should nakec quitec an
enjoyable ones

Horizons: Your corments about the passing of your old car renind that ny car is
itsclf about ready for the junkyard. The brakes saw their last usefclnuss
three ronths agos and the last one of the tircs blew out two weeks ago. It was
as I was carcening down a hill yesterday, ny car supportcd by four flat tires
flapping about the rins, and the brakes conpletely shot, that I remembered your
cormonts about your car aond said to nysclf, "Thosc corrients of Hafry!'st in
Horizons renind rie that ny own car is shot.” '! T think the optimun fannish
Identification insignia would be the cover of thc first issue of Cut of This
World Adventurcs worn as an arn-band around the right arm. It would be incon-
spicuous, distinctive, and available cheap fron any sccond-hand book decaler.
Thore is the cdditional advantage that the rest of the nagazine could be given
away to a Salvation Arny Collector.

Karuna —— Jane Gallion: Gee Jane but your rocipes werc surely intercsting! I got
alnost as much fun out of reading then as I did rcading Helen's wonderful talk

on Japancsc clothcs in her fanzine. fnd I think I will tell you onc of the rc—
cipes I really like a lot sincc it's olways fun to exchange rccipos becausc what
indeced is rore fun than just cating? I take a cupful of welnuts (crushed) and
half a pint of fine rich nilk, toss thc walnuts in thc mille, put this mixturc

in the freezer for a long long time, takc it out rmuch nuch later and find I have
a bunch of crushcd nuts all frozen insidc a bunch of nilk and boy it surc docs
taste funny. Let!s have lots morc rccipes in your necxt issue Janc. Iind avoid
that unpleasant ruddy grecn color in the finished pice

Apocrypha —— Curtis Janke: I liked this. Herry, but I find nothing to disagrce
with,

« s« oGary Dcindorfer






